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Interview with Director Ruijun Li: The Creative Style and Aesthetic
Characteristics of Northwestern Local Films
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a. Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu, Sichuan; b. The University of Nottingham-Ningbo, Ningbo,
Zhejiang; c. Independent Filmmaker, Beijing, China

[Abstract] This article is an academic interview with director Ruijun Li. It focuses on the creative sources, narrative
strategies, audiovisual language, aesthetic characteristics, and cultural responsibilities of his northwestern local films.
The interview records specific production choices in The Old Donkey (2010), Fly With the Crane (2012), Where is
my Home (2014), Walking Past the Future (2017) and Return to Dust (2022), including resource constraints and
collaborative networks in early creation, the compression of real time into screen time, space as a narrative device
and a marker of social relations, long-take aesthetics and ethical considerations of shot size, the use of synchronous
sound, dialect and environmental sound, the direction of non-professional actors, and the influence of his painting
background on color and composition, it also discusses the possibilities and limits of image-based cultural
preservation and the tension between authorial expression and mass reception. The value of this interview lies in
offering concentrated first-hand oral materials on production practices that are less discussed in existing public
interviews, thereby providing experienced references for understanding contemporary northwestern local cinema and
for young creators working with limited resources.
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