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Reflections Based on Durkheim's The Evolution of Educational Thought
Zhang Kai
South-Central Minzu University

Abstract:As the core and foundation of the four faculties of the University of Paris in the Middle Ages, the Faculty of
Arts shouldered the mission of general education prior to professional education, and its dialectics teaching constituted
the core practical form in the early stage of the institutionalization of Western higher education. With "curriculum,
method and assessment” as its three-dimensional pillars, dialectics teaching was positioned within the framework of the
Seven Liberal Arts in the curriculum dimension, focusing on logical training as the core component of the Trivium; in the
methodological dimension, it established a standard paradigm centered on disputation, realizing the evolution from
textual exegesis to speculative confrontation through exposition and quaestio; in the assessment dimension, it took
argumentative competence as the core and completed the certification of academic qualifications by virtue of the
examination for the license to teach and the disputation ceremony at the inceptio. This practical system was an inevitable
product of both the educational goals of Christianity and the cognitive conditions of the Middle Ages, and it eloquently

confirms Durkheim's core thesis that formalistic education possesses historical rationality. It not only realized the
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systematic cultivation of the rational mind at the individual level, but also served as a spiritual bond that fostered the

cohesion of the academic community and promoted social integration. This paper not only restores the historical

authenticity of scholastic dialectics teaching, but also provides historical reference and theoretical support for the reform

of general education, the cultivation of critical thinking and the construction of academic communities in contemporary

higher education.
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