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The evolution of governance paradigm and the course of the Yellow River

Guanghui Zhao
Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou3 11121, Zhejiang

Abstract: It has been thousands of years since the Chinese ancestors began to harness the Yellow
River. Due to the different levels of productivity and social needs, the Yellow River governance has
experienced three paradigm shifts: flood control, development and utilization, and human water
harmony. At different stages, the problems faced by the Yellow River harnessing are quite different
from the countermeasures that should be taken. In recent years, the party and the state have attached
great importance to the ecological protection and high-quality development of the Yellow River
Basin. Around this problem, new governance concepts, systems and mechanisms have been formed.
The new measures straighten out the relationship between economic development and ecological
protection, comply with the requirements of the current governance paradigm, and have important
practical and long-term significance.
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