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Why Does the Tacitus Trap Occur? The Evolution of Information Niches in Online Public

Opinion

Zihan Li!
(! School of Cultural Communication, Shandong University (Weihai), Shandong, Weihai, China)

Abstract: Based on information niche theory, this study takes the “Sky-High Earrings Incident” as a case to systematically examine
the differentiated behaviors of three types of public opinion actors—mainstream media, Weibo opinion leaders, and ordinary
netizens—across three niche dimensions: time, function, and resources. It further analyzes how these differentiated behaviors
contribute to the formation of the Tacitus Trap. The findings show that, in terms of the temporal niche, the activity of mainstream
media is highly synchronized with the rhythm of official briefings, which results in an “official information vacuum” during the
investigation stage of the event. Regarding the functional niche, mainstream media primarily focus on investigative reporting and
authoritative information release, thereby constructing a rational narrative framework; in contrast, opinion leaders tend to rely on
“collaged truths” and emotionally charged expressions, which facilitate the spread and entrenchment of rumors. In the resource niche,
opinion leaders occupy positions of high betweenness centrality within the network, acting as key nodes that connect different opinion

clusters and influence cross-group information flows.

Keywords: Information Niche; Public Opinion; Opinion Leaders
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