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A Preliminary Study on the Evolution of Human-Form Components in Oracle

Bone Script into Simplified Chinese Characters

An Tongtong?, Li Ningning?
1. School of Liberal Arts, Nanyang Normal University, Nanyang , Henan Province, China;
2. School of Humanities, Shangqiu University, Shangqiu , Henan Province, China

Abstract: Oracle Bone Script, an archaic writing system inscribed on tortoise shells and animal bones during the Shang
Dynasty of China, serves as one of the earliest known mature writing systems in China. It provides core material
evidence for the interpretation of ancient history and culture. Simplified Chinese characters, a standardized form of
Chinese characters developed in the 20th century to facilitate writing and popularize education, have now become the
universal writing form in mainland China. Their structural origins can be traced back to the early Chinese character
forms established by Oracle Bone Script. These two systems, belonging to the foundational and contemporary mature
stages of Chinese character development respectively, collectively embody the inheritance and evolution of Chinese
characters from ideographic symbols to practical writing. Currently, academic research on human-related characters in
Oracle Bone Script is mostly confined to static philological interpretation of the pre-Qin period, lacking a comprehensive
diachronic combing from ancient to modern times and an exploration of their modern applications. Based on this
research gap, this study takes human-form components in Oracle Bone Script as the core, focuses on representative
simplified Chinese characters containing "human" configurations, sorts out their evolutionary paths of "explicit
continuity" and "implicit transformation", and explores the laws of their inheritance and variation. This research aims to
provide historical basis for the improvement of Chinese character configuration theory, Chinese character teaching, and
the inheritance of excellent traditional Chinese culture.

Keywords: Oracle Bone Script; human-related Chinese characters; simplified Chinese characters; evolution



