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The "Intergenerational Succession' of Singapore Rubber Merchants in the First
Half of the 20th Century

Lim Xiaoxiao
(1. Jinan university, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510632)

Abstract: At the beginning of the 20th century, after colonial powers introduced rubber seeds to Southeast Asia, Malaya
(present-day West Malaysia) and the Dutch East Indies (present-day Indonesia) rapidly became the world’s major
rubber-producing regions. As a transit point along the route for Southeast Asian rubber exports to European consumer
countries, Singapore leveraged its free-port policy to vigorously develop rubber entrepét trade, leading to the rapid
growth of its rubber industry. Initially, rubber traders were predominantly European; it was only after the First World
War that the number of Chinese rubber merchants gradually increased. At that time, operators in Singapore’s rubber
industry were closely connected through ties of clan, marriage, and native place, weaving themselves into a network of

rubber merchants that propelled the development of Singapore’s rubber industry from one generation to the next.
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