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Study on the Beacon Towers along the Canal in Liaocheng

during the Ming and Qing Dynasties

Huang Ryan
(Liao cheng University , Liao cheng ,Shandong, China)

Abstract:During the Ming and Qing dynasties, beacon towers—originating from the traditional beacon-fire (fengsui)
system—underwent a significant functional transformation within the distinctive security and hydraulic environment of
the canal region. Their roles evolved from a singular focus on military warning to a composite system integrating bandit
suppression, protection of grain transport, and other functions.In terms of administrative structure, during the Ming
dynasty these towers were incorporated into the weisuo military system and were primarily garrisoned by hereditary
military households. In the Qing dynasty, however, they were reorganized under a joint governance model involving the
Green Standard Army and local civil administrations. This arrangement established a coordinated civil-military
mechanism in which Green Standard troops were responsible for defense, while local governments undertook
maintenance and repair. Consequently, beacon towers were transformed from purely military installations into nodes of
grassroots governance.An examination of the beacon towers along the Liaocheng section of the canal, as a micro-level
case, not only reveals the operational dynamics of military defense and grain transport systems in the Ming and Qing
periods, but also sheds light on the shifting objectives of state governance.

Keywords:Beacon Towers; Ming—Qing Canal; Functional Transformation; Military Defense; Grain Transport.
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