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"Brutal Youth" Style of Growth

——On the Image of ""Bicycle" in Beijing Bicycle

JING JING

(Qingdao City University, Qingdao, Shandong, China)
Abstract: From the perspective of the development process of Chinese film's youth narrative, the sixth-generation
directors' portrayal of youth is closely related to their own experiences and pursuits. As a unique group in the history of
Chinese cinema, the sixth-generation creative group grew up in the era of rapid economic development and the reform
and opening-up policy, facing the commercialization wave in the urbanization process and the helplessness and trauma
brought about by the social transformation period. Their imagination of problem teenagers often has a sentimental color.
This paper will take the drama film Beijing Bicycle directed by Wang Xiaoshuai as an example to explore how the
"immature vagrants" from different social strata narrate the "brutal youth" allegory around the symbolic object of
"bicycle". As the most important symbol in the film, the bicycle is no longer a simple physical means of transportation,
but a metaphor for a cultural symbol. On the one hand, the bicycle carries the different dreams and needs of the
protagonists Xiaogui and Xiaojian, and is a symbol and identifier of their respective identities. On the other hand, as an
index of desire, the bicycle satisfies the emotional release of the teenagers in the film and their longing for social class
advancement. However, although Xiaogui and Xiaojian have differences in identity and desires, they are all at the bottom
of society. In essence, the bicycle has no difference for them and is the link of common values for the marginalized
group.
Keywords: Beijing Bicycle; Bicycle; Youth
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