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Structural Characteristics of Primary School Teacher Competency and Teaching-Age
Differences:An Empirical Analysis Based on a Survey of Primary School Teachers in
Guangdong Province
Yang Wei, Zhang Chulan, Ju Xiaohong
(Dongguan City University, ,Dongguan, China)

Abstract: This study aims to explore the overall level and structural characteristics of primary school teachers'
competency in Guangdong Province, and analyze the differences in various competency indicators among teachers with
different teaching seniorities. A self-designed questionnaire was adopted to survey 1,037 primary school teachers in
Guangdong Province. The questionnaire consisted of 24 items covering professional norms, teaching enthusiasm, core
literacy, teaching methods, teacher-student relationships and other dimensions. Correlation analysis, partial correlation
analysis, multicollinearity test and independent sample t-test were employed for data processing. The results show that
the average total score of teachers' competency is 109.47 (full score: 120), indicating an overall high level yet unbalanced
development across individual items. Partial correlation analysis further reveals that teaching reflection (partial r=0.712),
emotional support (partial r=0.690), learning attitude (partial r=0.668), and stress resistance (partial r=0.654) are the four
core independent contributing factors to teachers' competency. Group comparison by teaching seniority demonstrates that
novice teachers with less than 5 years of teaching experience score significantly lower than those with 5 years or more of
experience on all 24 items (p<0.001). The four items with the largest inter-group gaps are emotional support, stress
resistance, teaching reflection, and problem-solving capability. The above findings indicate that teaching seniority is a
crucial variable affecting the development of primary school teachers' competency. Colleges and universities offering
primary education programs should focus on cultivating pre-service teachers' capabilities in emotional support, teaching

reflection, stress resistance and problem identification.
Keywords: primary school teachers; competency; differences in teaching seniority; primary education; student

training
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