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The Historical Path by which Wales was Incorporated into the Political
Community of ""Great Britain"
Qing Gong
(Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Suzhou, China)
Abstract:Today, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is the full name of the country. It is a union
of four constituent countries: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. The most crucial historical event
regarding the incorporation of Wales into "Great Britain" was the military conquest of Wales by King Edward I in the
late 13th century. However, military conquest does not equate to the integration of a political community. After the
promulgation of the "Welsh Ordinances" in 1284, Wales still retained some of its native administrative units, land
customs, and some laws. England exercised indirect rule over it, "controlled but not fully integrated". It was not until the
16th century during the reign of Henry VIII that the "Union Acts" of 1536 and 1543 were promulgated, and Wales was

truly incorporated into the political community of "Great Britain" in terms of law, administration, and representation.

Keywords:Wales; Edward I; The Union Act
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